Giselle Rufer is the creator of Delance Swiss wafches
for women. It is with this artficle that Giselle wants to
infroduce Delance fo Canada in such a way that all
wormen and men who read the article will rush to find
ouf where they can immediately buy a Delance.

We asked Giselle to share a liffle about her personal
self before we delved into the professional one. We
learned that she can multitask, and has a wonderful
and contagious smile!

She knows a liffle about a lof of things and has the
ability fo combine what she learns. Giselle loves to
read, and absorbs details that might come in handy
af a lafer datfe. She is the consurnmarte networker. She
likes people, enjoys listening fo their sfories, and she
encourages them to dream those dreams that might
fake them to heights they've never imagined. Giselle
is happy to share her resources, her contacts and her
sfory. She too has dreams and those dreams are part
of her, both personally and professionally.

Giselle loves to travel around the world, visiting old cit-
ies, absorbing the atmosphere, meeting new people,
sharing their stories and felling hers.

Family is important fo her, so when Giselle isn't fravel-
iNg she enjoys playing with her grandchildren, walking,
swimming and lisfening to music.

Giselle created a special watch to raise money for "Pink
Riblbon” her favourite charity. She readily admits she
supports all charities that focus on women's issues. She
is actively involved in a local associatfion that provides
coaching for women in business and is a member of
BPW, (Business and Professional Women) a worldwide
association where she is often a motivational speaker.

Giselle Rufer
The Woman & The Watch

Passionate about helping women, Giselle is collaborat-
iNg with Micheline Locas, a businesswoman from Mon-
freal. Their mission is fo build a nefwork of wormen here
in Canada that will help support women entrepreneurs
in French African countries. Once the pilof project has
been completed and the resulfs can e measured,
Giselle hopes fo see it roll out to help women in French
speaking countries around the world. While it is all sfill
in The planning stages, Giselle is wiling fo dedicafe her
fime and talent fo make it work.

We asked her what was her greatest accomplisnment
fo datfe, and she found it difficult to answer, she has
SO many accomplishments that make her proud. From
a personal perspective, her answer was simple, It has
fo be mentforing and coaching my daughter Rachel,
she is now the principal ballet doncer in "Les Grande
Ballets Canadiens de Monfreal”. Giselle is a very proud
Mother with a very falented daughter!

We all have rules we live by, when we asked Giselle for
hers, they were five simple words.

Authenticity Loyalty Commitment Love Family

These words say a great deal about Giselle. The best
advice she ever received or gave is "Believe in yourself,
you are great’ The franslation from French to English
might change the word “great” to important, wonderful
or falented.

We asked for five words that would best describe Gi-
selle and we quickly heard "Spontfaneity, imagination,
energy, generosity and tenacity” As we move forward
with her story we will see just how important those fraits
are for a worman who has created THE watch for wom-
en around the world,

Giselle’'s advice fo women everywhere is "Be all what
you can be. Be confident in yourself. Learn as much
as possible on many different things. Don't let anyone
fell you that you are not able to do what you want to
do. Rememboer: if you can dream it, you can do itl lIt's ¢
very a very old saying, and Giselle Rufer, the creatfor of
Delance Watches, and a motivational speaker around
the world, walks her talk and shares her success story
which proves that dreams do come true.

Where it all began

Giselle created the company in 1996 in Macolin Swit-
zerland, but she had the idea for many years. It was
watches that caught her affention, for many reasons.
The first one was because she was convinced that it
was Time for women fo be recognized. She wanted fo
symbolize the Time and the Values women share all
over the world with a marvelous piece of art. She visu-
alized something significant, like a min-sculpfure, or @
precious jewel that could be a constant reminder of
“fime and value” a mentor and reminder for women
everywhere. Because Giselle is an engineer specializ-
iNg in watch creation and a woman, it was natural to
want fo create a fimepiece, something unigue, origi-
nal and memorable,

She began her creativity in a very small way in her fiaf,
Using her network of suppliers and partners she was
able fo keep her costs relatively low. She invested all of
her own money and borrowed from family and friends.
She admifs that some friends couldn't understand her
dream and those friends are gone. She knew if she
failed, she would be sleeping under a bridge some-
where! But, Giselle didn't fear failure; she believed in the
dream and knew it would become a reality.

In the beginning of her career Giselle was an employee
of a famous watch company. She made a very good
salary, but she could not make any decisions. Know-
ing Giselle and the words that best describe her, she
had to fake charge of her own destiny. “Spontaneity,
imagination, energy, generosity and fenacity were the
words she chose, and foday she is using all of them in
her leadership role with Delonce”

Today, she is the CEO of her own company; she makes
the decisions on where she goes, what she creates
and how much fime she is going spend working.

We asked Giselle," What goals do you have for Delance”?”
Her answer: 'l want the Delance watfch 1o be seen as
THE watch for women around the world. | want fo es-
fablish a worldwide distribution network. The Delance
watch exists, the Delonce Company exists; now it's my
responsibility to make both the watch and the com-
pany famous all around the world! The Delance watch
is my masterpiece, the resume of my life, my falents, my
skills and my experiences. This was easy for me because
I'was inspired; it was my dream for such a long fime. I've
survived the difficulfies and created my dream, it's a
company called Delance!

I was delighted when | was given the opporfunity fo
wrife about Giselle Rufer and Delance, | thought i
might be relevant fo ask her to share a litfle about how
we met, and why we have kepf in fouch with each ofh-
er for so many years. | believe it is one of the reasons for
her success. Below is her memory. ..

It was in Ifaly during a conference for women. You al-
ready were a very successful and famous speaker and
| was just launching Delance watches. What you said
apbout connecting was exactly what | wanted fo do,
but did nof know exactly how to do it. | know I'm a born
networker. | grew up in a big family in a small city where
I developed my connecting skill early, but it was all just
instinctive. | needed o know how to expand my net-
working skills fo include everyone | met,

I came fo you, a liffle bit afraid and you were so open,
50 lovely that | bought your book and took the docu-
ments you had fo share. We falked and soon discov-
ered that we are "Soeur de Coeur” "Sister in the heart”,
We have met again and again at many different con-
ferences all over the world and we have stayed regu-
larly in fouch via email. You always encourage me. |
give your key for networking fo all my friends. We don't
see each ofher often but | know that you exist and
that I could ask you for help if needed. | hope that you
would ask me foo.

Giselle and I do stay in fouch and this arficle is an ex-
ample of infernational networking!



